A   FLEETING  TRIUMPH
Though Henry would not submit to the Papacy
at the charming of Francis, he was loath to forego
the   French   alliance,   and   proposed   a   marriage
between   the   younger   French   prince,   the   Duke
of Angouleme, and Elizabeth; and this was under
discussion during the early months of 1535*   But
it is clear that, although the daughter of the second
marriage was to be held legitimate, Anne was to
gain no accession of strength by the new alliance,
for  the  French   flouted  her  almost  openly,   and
Henry was already contemplating a divorce from
her.    We are told by Chapuys that he only desisted
from  the  idea  when  a   councillor  told him  that
"if he separated from 'the concubine' he would
have to recognise the validity of his first marriage,
and,  worst  of  all,   submit  to  the  Pope.'1 l    Who
the  councillor  was  that  gave  this  advice  is  not
stated;  but  we  may  fairly  assume  that it  was
Cromwell,   who   soon   found   a   shorter,   and,   for
him, a safer way of  ridding his master of a wife
who had tired him and could bear him no son.
A  French alliance, with  a possible reconciliation
with Rome in some form, would not have suited
Cromwell;  for  it  would  have  meant  a  triumph
for the  aristocratic  party at Henry's  Court, and
the overthrow of the men who had led Henry to
defy the Papacy.
If the aristocratic party could influence Henry
by means of the nameless " new young lady,"
the Boleyns and reformers could fight with the
same weapons, and early in February 1535 we
find Chapuys writing, "The young lady formerly
1 Chapuys to tlie Emperor, 2nd May 1536.